
Recommended Books on Singapore’s
Modern History

Singapore’s modern history is a remarkable story of transformation. From its founding
as a British colony in 1819 to its rapid rise as a global financial hub, the nation has
faced numerous challenges, including the turbulence of World War II, the complexities of
independence, and the pursuit of economic prosperity. This list highlights essential books
that explore Singapore’s journey in the modern era, it was compiled with suggestions from
users on X and BlueSky, reflecting diverse perspectives and interests.

1. Books

1. Author: Lee Kuan Yew
Books: The Singapore Story: Memoirs of Lee Kuan Yew (1998), From Third World
to First: The Singapore Story (2000)
Description: These memoirs by Singapore’s founding Prime Minister provide an
insider’s account of the country’s journey from independence to global prominence.
Notes: Essential for understanding Singapore’s foundational years.
Links: Find it here and here

2. Title: A History of Singapore 1819–2005
Author: Constance Mary Turnbull
Year: 2009
Description: A comprehensive history of Singapore that explores its development
from a colonial port to an independent nation, focusing on political and social
changes.
Notes: Widely regarded as a definitive history of modern Singapore.
Link: Find it here

3. Author: Michael D. Barr
Books: The Ruling Elite of Singapore (2013), Singapore: A Modern History (2018)
Description: Barr’s works critically analyze Singapore’s political structures and
the power dynamics within its governance. His perspectives challenge mainstream
narratives.
Notes: A valuable read for those seeking alternative viewpoints on Singapore’s
political landscape.
Links: Find it here and here
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Singapore-Story-Memoirs-Kuan-Vol/dp/9812049835
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Third-World-First-Singapore-Economic/dp/0060957514/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/History-Modern-Singapore-1819-2005/dp/9971693437
https://www.amazon.com/Ruling-Elite-Singapore-Networks-Influence/dp/1780762348
https://www.amazon.com/Singapore-History-Michael-D-Barr-ebook/dp/B07MV5416J/


4. Title: Urban Land Rent: Singapore as a Property State
Author: Anne Haila
Year: 2015
Description: This book examines Singapore’s unique approach to land manage-
ment and its transformation into a property state, highlighting the economic and
political dynamics of urban land rent.
Notes: Ideal for readers interested in urban studies and economic policies.
Link: Find it here

5. Title: Singapore: Unlikely Power
Author: John Curtis Perry
Year: 2017
Description: This work digs into how Singapore, a small city-state, emerged as
a global economic powerhouse, examining its strategic choices and international
relations.
Notes: Provides a geopolitical perspective on Singapore’s success.
Link: Find it here

6. Title: Singapore: A Very Short History
Author: Alvin Tan
Year: 2019
Description: A concise overview of Singapore’s history, focusing on key milestones
and significant developments in a highly accessible format.
Notes: Perfect for readers seeking a quick yet informative read.
Link: Find it here

7. Title: Singapore: A Biography
Authors: Mark R. Frost and Yu-Mei Balasingamchow
Year: 2009
Description: A narrative history of Singapore that explores its cultural and social
evolution through the lives of its people.
Notes: Engaging and richly illustrated (good for reading with the kids).
Link: Find it here

8. Title: Lion City: Singapore and the Invention of Modern Asia
Author: Jeevan Vasagar
Year: 2021
Description: This book explores Singapore’s rise as a modern city-state and its
role in shaping the broader narrative of Asia’s resurgence.
Notes: A recent addition to literature on Singapore, blending history with con-
temporary analysis.
Link: Find it here

9. Title: Singapore’s Success: Engineering Economic Growth
Author: Henri C. Ghesquière
Year: 2006
Description: A detailed examination of the policies and strategies that contributed
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https://www.wiley.com/en-ae/Urban+Land+Rent%3A+Singapore+as+a+Property+State-p-9781118827673
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Singapore-Unlikely-John-Curtis-Perry/dp/0190469501
https://www.amazon.com/Singapore-Short-History-Alvin-Tan/dp/9811433488
 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Singapore-Biography-Mark-R-Frost/dp/9814385166
 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lion-City-Singapore-Invention-Modern/dp/1408713608


to Singapore’s economic success, with insights into its development model.
Notes: Focused on economic policies and governance.
Link: Find it here
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Singapores-Success-Engineering-Economic-Growth/dp/9814195286
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